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HARD-TO-COUNT COMMUNITIES IN NEW YORK 
CENSUS 2020

In the 2010 decennial census, 75.8% o f New Yo rk's ho u seho lds mailed 
back their qu es tio n n aire, requ irin g mo re co s tly an d difficu lt in -p ers o n
fo llo w  u p  fro m the Cen s u s Bu reau  to  co u n t the remain in g 24.2%. 

Based on the latest census estimates, ap p ro ximately 36% o f New Yo rk’s 
cu rren t p o p u latio n  (7,099,946 p eo p le) lives in  hard-to -co u n t n eighbo rho o ds, 
shaded in light o ran ge to  dark red on the map. (These are census tracts where 
almost a quarter or more households did not mail in their census questionnaire 
in 2010.) Without higher self-response, more households in these and other 
neighborhoods in New York are at risk of being missed in the 2020 census. 
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Hardest to Count (HTC) 
Tracts in the Nation
Tracts with 2010 mail return rates of 73% or less 
(in the bottom 20 percent of return rates nationwide) 
are shaded on the map. Tracts with >73% return rate 
are not displayed.

Tracts counted using special
Update/Enumerate method;
they are hard-to-count but
mail return rates not applicable
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